
T R A N S M I T T A L   M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:  Lacey G. Simpson, Acting City Manager 

DATE: January 27, 2022 

RE: Consenting to the Sale of a Portion of Ketchikan Creek Parcels - Lot 3, 
Harris Street  

The motion detailed below was prepared at the request of Acting Public Works Director 
Kara Jurczak, who asked that it be placed before the City Council for consideration at its 
meeting of February 3, 2022.  The Ketchikan Gateway Borough Planning Commission/Platting 
Board received a request from Harris Street Lot 8 property owner Catherine Garber to purchase 
a 2,600 square-foot portion of Lot 3, which is adjacent to Lot 8, in order to build an ADA 
accessible wheelchair ramp to access her proposed residence. As the property was conveyed 
to the Borough from the City in 1995 with the use specified exclusively for recreation, approval 
of the City Council is required for this sale.  Ms. Jurczak’s transmittal memorandum is attached 
and requires no elaboration on the part of the City Manager’s office. I concur with the Acting 
Public Works Director’s recommendation. 

The Acting Public Works Director will be attending the City Council meeting of February 
3, 2022, in order to respond to any questions and/or concerns that Councilmembers may have. 

A motion has been prepared for City Council consideration. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the motion consenting to the sale of a 
2,600 square-foot portion of Ketchikan Creek Parcels – Lot 3, Harris Street from the Ketchikan 
Gateway Borough to the owner of Lot 8 for the purpose of installing an ADA accessible 
wheelchair ramp. 

Recommended Motion: I move the City Council consent to the sale of a 2,600 square-
foot portion of Ketchikan Creek Parcels – Lot 3, Harris Street from the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough to the owner of Lot 8 for the purpose of installing an ADA accessible wheelchair ramp. 

AGENDA – 2/3/22 – GGNB9
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PUBLIC WORKS / ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT CITY OF KETCHIKAN 
Mark Hilson, P.E., Public Works Director Administrative Offices 
Kara Jurczak, P.E., Acting Public Works Director PH: 907.228.4727 

FAX: 907.225.8721 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Lacey Simpson, Acting City Manager 

FROM: Kara Jurczak, P.E., Acting Public Works Director 

DATE: January 25, 2022 

SUBJECT: Land Sale - Portion of Ketchikan Creek Parcels – Lot 8 Harris St 

The owner of Lot 8 Harris St has approached the Ketchikan Gateway Borough (KGB) 
Planning Department with a request to purchase a portion of the Ketchikan Creek Parcels owned 
by the KGB. The Ketchikan Creek Parcels were conveyed to the Borough from the City in March 
1995, however, the deed contains a caveat that the City may allow other uses or sale of the land 
upon written notice of said request and that proceeds from a sale will be used exclusively for 
recreation. I received formal notice of the request on January 25, 2022.  

The attached exhibit shows the general area sought for purchase which is approximately 
2,600-square feet. The exact metes and bounds of the property will be determined upon survey 
and platting of the new property lines but should retain this general shape and size. The owner 
of Lot 8 is bound to a wheel chair and the additional property width will allow for the construction 
of an ADA accessible ramp so she can access her proposed residence. I believe it is in the best 
interest of the City of Ketchikan to approve the proposed land sale.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion approving the sale of 
approximately 2,600-square feet of the Ketchikan Creek Parcels from the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough to the current owner of Lot 8 Harris St. 

Recommended Motion: I move the City Council approve the sale of approximately 2,600-
square feet of the Ketchikan Creek Parcels from the Ketchikan Gateway Borough to the current 
owner of Lot 8 Harris St. 



Attachments: 

220125 Notice From KGB 
Quitclaim Deed 
Exhibit 



KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH 
1900 First Avenue, Suite 126, Ketchikan, Alaska  99901 

● telephone:  (907) 228-6610 ● fax (907) 228-6698

Department of Planning and Community Development 

January 25, 2022 

Transmitted Via Email 

Kara Jurzak 

RE: Sale of a Portion of the Schoenbar Creek Parcel 

Dear Ms. Jurzak,  

Pursuant to my November 11, 2021, email, a citizen desires to build a house on a parcel of 

land located adjacent to the Schoenbar Trail property (Schoenbar Creek Parcels, Plat No. 

94-38) owned by the Borough, map attached for reference.  The property owner is

wheelchair bound, and for her to build an ADA ramp to get into the house, she needs

additional width in her lot.  The builder suggested she request the additional land required to

build the ramp from the Borough.

Schoenbar Creek Parcels was conveyed to the Borough from the City in March 1995, to “be 

used, occupied, developed and held by the Borough solely, exclusively and completely for 

recreational purposes by the general public.” (Deed, recorded at Book 0242, Pages 557-

560) The deed does contain a caveat that the City may allow other uses or sale of the land

with written notice from the Borough, this letter.

Borough staff believes this project is in the best interest of all parties and will not have any 

negative effect on the trail, rest of the parcel, or the intended public recreation of the area, 

and the proceeds from the land sale will be transferred into the recreation fund, as required 

by the deed. 

Please provide a decision by the City within 30 days of the date of this letter, pursuant to the 

stipulations in the deed. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Harney 
Planning and Community Development Director 
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